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This is an archive of a website which was maintained here” by
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decided not to call himself a Satanist anymore, preferring instead to
think of his deity in non-Abrahamic-derived terms. Much of this
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However, many people have found his writings to be very thought-
provoking, so I consider them to be worth preserving.
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ABOUT YOUR FRIENDLY
NEIGHBORHOOD DEVIL WORSHIPER

How do you pronounce your name?
Something like “GUY-vuth up POOKH,” with the “H” sound at
the end being very prominent.

How old are you?
I'm younger than Star Wars, but older than The Last Starfighter.

How would you label yourself in terms of religion?

I'm a Devil worshiper. Or a theistic Satanist, if you like. I can also
be called a Diabolist, a Luciferian, a dark pagan, or just an occultist,
plain and simple.

How religious would you describe yourself to be?

I consider myself a very religious person. For me, religion is not
just something you pull out of the closet on Sunday mornings. It is
something that has to do with virtually every aspect of my life in
some way. But this does not mean I am an irrational person who is
opposed to science. My spiritual beliefs do not go against logic or
science in any way.

What are your beliefs?

I believe in a few very simple doctrines. I believe in the existence
the Devil. I believe He has many different names; my favorite one for
Him is Set. I believe He is a benevolent god, and I religiously worship
Him as such. I also believe in the existence of Lilith, the Devil’s Bride,
whom I also believe is benevolent. I religiously worship Her as well.

What sorts of things do you practice?

[ enjoy spending time in prayer and meditation. I only
occasionally practice full-blown religious rituals. Usually, I like to
stick with simple prayer ceremonies.

Do you believe in practicing human or animal sacrifice?
No I do not. I believe Set and Lilith would rather have me
demonstrate my faith in them through positive actions that focus on

creativity and life, rather negative actions focusing on destruction
and death.



When did you first become religious?

While I was in junior high school. You might say that the Devil
just showed up one day and introduced Himself to me. It was love at
first sight.

What do you think about other religions?

I believe that there might very well be some form of truth in all
religions, though it may be heavily distorted in some cases. I choose
to put my faith into my own experiences and to not concern myself
with what other people believe or disbelieve. I don’t claim to have
the one Truth, but I do consider my own experiences to be more
dependable (for me) than anyone else’s.

Why?

Because I'm the one who’s experiencing them. I know what I've
experienced, I know what it’s felt like, I know I'm being honest with
myself about it, and I know I'm not just imagining it. I cannot have
anywhere near the same amount of certainty about what other
people claim to experience.

Do you believe in trying to convert people to your faith?

No I do not. My belief is, if the Devil wants someone to believe in
and worship Him, then He will reveal Himself to them just like He
did with me. Otherwise, it’s none of my concern.

Do you practice magic or witchcraft?

No I do not. Unlike many other occultists, I have never seen any
evidence or had any experiences to make me believe in the ideas of
magic or witchcraft. I am simply a person who worships the Devil
and His Bride, not a conjuror or magician.

Do you believe in the afterlife?

I am open to the possibility, but I do not claim to have any
knowledge about the afterlife whatsoever. In my beliefs, it is more
important to be focused on this life. I think it’s best to enjoy your
time on Earth while you’ve got it, and not to obsess over what may
happen afterwards.

Aren’t you afraid of going to Hell?
No I am not. I don’t believe in “Hell” as Christians would
describe it.



What is “Left Hand Path”?

“Left Hand Path” is an occult term that has been used as a
synonym for Satanism. But it’s not easily agreed as to just what the
term means. Since most forms of Satanism are about self-worship,
then most people assume that “Left Hand Path” means self-worship
too. But Satanists like myself are Devil worshipers; therefore, we
would interpret “Left Hand Path” to mean the worship of a dark
deity or deities. Due to the confusion over the meaning of this term,
I tend not to use it very often. I would suggest that my readers think
of it as simply meaning “dark spirituality” in general.

The Church of Satan claims that Satanists do not worship Satan
or even believe in him. Why do you consider yourself a Satanist?

Because the Church of Satan did not invent the word “Satanist,”
nor do they own a copyright on it. One definition for “Satanist” is “a
person who worships Satan.” And since “Satan” is just one of many
names for the Devil, then I believe the term “Satanist” can apply to
me in this context.

Do you believe in the Christian god?
No I don’t. I have not had any experiences or seen any evidence
to make me believe in “God” as Christians would describe it.

But don’t you have to believe in the Christian god in order to
believe in the Devil?

No you don’t. The Devil is a pre-Christian concept as much as He
is a Christian one. Many Christian ideas about the Devil were
inherited from ancient Greek religion, Persian Zoroastrianism,
Egyptian mythology, and the Sumerian culture. Since people have
believed in the Devil long before there was ever such a thing as
Christianity or even Judaism, then a Devil worshiper is not obliged to
accept biblical theology.

Are you affiliated with the Temple of Set?

No I am not. I have never been a member of the Temple of Set,
nor do I think the Temple of Set would allow me to join, since my
beliefs are quite different from theirs. However, I do consider the
Temple of Set to be one of the most impressive “Left Hand Path”
religions that exist today, and I have a great deal of respect for its
members and their intellectual approach to the occult.



In what ways do you disagree with the Temple of Set?

Well, in the simplest terms possible, I do not categorize all
religions in the world according to “Left Hand Path” or “Right Hand
Path,” and I believe in worshiping Set above myself. Members of the
Temple, in contrast, tend to worship themselves above Set. Also,
magic is an important part of Setian philosophy, but I do not believe
in magic myself.

What do you think of Anton LaVey?

I think he was a reasonably intelligent man who did a lot to
transform Satanism into a force to be reckoned with. But I do not
agree with all or even most of everything he ever wrote.

Who would you consider to be your biggest inspiration?
Dr. Michael A. Aquino, the (human) founder of the Temple of Set.

In your opinion, what is the single most blatantly Satanic rock
band in the world?
That’s easy. Hands down, it’s gotta be KISS!

In your opinion, what is best in life?
Beautiful dark-haired women, fried chicken, Vincent Price
movies, and the sight of a blood red twilight at Hallowtide.



WHAT IS DEVIL WORSHIP—REALLY?

DEvIL worship is the expression of ardent love, devotion, or
reverence (i.e., “worship”) toward a cultural scapegoat figure (i.e., a
“Devil”) that is reclaimed as a slandered divinity. It is not the
worship of “evil” per se, but rather an attack against all purely
dualistic “good vs. evil” or “black and white” rhetoric. It is also
called theistic Satanism, though I would elaborate that this is only
appropriate when the particular Devil being celebrated is called
Satan. (And as shall be explained elsewhere on this website, there is
far more than just one entity out there that can be called “Satan.”)

As a Devil worshiper, I define a “Devil” as any spirit who
becomes a cultural scapegoat figure, i.e. a god or goddess who is
blamed for “evil” (however the word “evil” might be defined) in a
conventional religion. I believe the most powerful Devils are the
ones who were never worshiped originally - Devils like Apep in
Egypt, Loki in Northern Europe, and Satan in Christianity. Slightly
below these, in my view, would be the Devils who were originally
popular deities, but who ended up getting the short end of the stick
and became scapegoats - like Ishtar, Beelzebub, and Set.

The word “Devil” is etymologically descended from the Greek
diabolos, which in turn is taken from a combination of dia- and
ballein, meaning “to hurl.” The word therefore means something to
the effect of “One who hurls” or “One who throws across.” A Devil is
a spirit that incites doubt and “godlessness” among human beings,
thereby “throwing across” or obstructing conventional opinion-
makers. In this context, Devils are typically hated and feared in
popular religions as “evil spirits.”

But by inciting doubt, Devils put humans into situations in which
we are forced to re-think everything we believe. And by inspiring
humans to put themselves before “God” or “the gods,” they cause us
to move away from authoritarian dogma and superstition. Thus,
Devils are not so much “evil spirits,” but rather slandered heroes
who champion humanism and intellectual power. As the Powers of
Darkness, they may often seem dark and spooky; as the “Gods of
Godlessness,” they may seem socially unacceptable. But they are
really only “evil” in the eyes of conventional opinion-makers, who
want humans to remain as gullible and superstitious (and
controllable) as possible. Objectively speaking, nothing in existence is
either completely “good” or completely “evil.”

The point to Devil worship is not to skin cats or vandalize



churches. Instead, it is about celebrating the spiritual scapegoats of
history, who are wrongfully blamed for whatever the majority calls
“evil.” It’s about rebelling against authoritarian creeds and dogmas,
and fighting against persecution in all of its forms. Being a Devil
worshiper is much much harder than just reciting the Lord’s Prayer
backwards or “blaspheming the Holy Spirit.” This is because any
good Devil worshiper will stick his or her neck out to defend even
Christians from persecution when necessary. When 1 say “fighting
against persecution in all of its forms,” I mean persecution in ALL of
its forms - no matter who or what it’s being directed toward.

This is a difficult path to follow, because the Devil worshiper, by
his or her very existence, tends to earn more enemies than friends.
This is because most humans are overly simplistic thinkers, who'll
make anyone or anything into a scapegoat just so they don’t actually
have to think about the nature of existence. Such people do not like
to have their “mental graveyards” desecrated. There are even people
who call themselves Satanists who are guilty of such simplistic
thinking. Every culture on Earth is guilty of ostracizing and
scapegoating others in order to make the terrors of existence more
“bearable” for themselves. It’s much easier to blame others for what
you don’t like, rather than face up to the fact that we are all living in
a dark universe. The path of the Devil worshiper is a lonely one
indeed.

Devil worship is almost always hated, feared, and misunderstood
by conventional religionists, precisely because it is the nature of a
Devil to be hated, feared, and misunderstood. You might say that we
balance out the worship of the “lighter” deities, but in a way that is
far more socially-oriented than just practicing a few “black masses”
here and there. The job of a Devil worshiper is to get people to think
to a heretical, even godless degree - which is something that even
some Satanists don’t like very much, because it threatens their
control over others.

Since there is undoubtedly more than one Devil in the various
cultures of the world, then not all Devil worshipers will necessarily
be attracted to the very same one. Some may choose to follow the
Norse Loki, while others may take a liking to the Semitic Lilith. Some
may choose to honor more than one. Therefore, it is important for a
Devil worshiper to clearly identify what Devil or Devils they are
worshiping - unless they wish to keep such knowledge private, of
course.

Devil worship is sometimes called Diabolatry, a word that comes
from a combination of the Greek diabolos and latreia ("worship”). The
word “Diabolator” is essentially just a synonym for Devil worshiper.
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Although there are crazy people in every religion, the vast
majority of Devil worshipers are really law-abiding citizens who do
not practice such things as human sacrifice. People of other religions
may think we are a bit strange for claiming cultural scapegoat
figures as our gods (instead of just following the same old popular
gods that most other folks prefer), but most of us are pretty sane
and rational people who can be quite friendly. We work jobs to
support our families, we take care of our kids (like all good little
goats should!), and we are just as horrified by the things we see on
the evening news as anybody else.

It has been proven that throughout history, there have been far
more many crimes committed in the names of Jehovah, Jesus Christ,
and Allah than there ever have been in the name of Satan; yet people
do not typically use the term “Christ worship” to be synonymous for
criminal activity. Therefore, it makes even less sense to use the term
“Devil worship” as a label for criminals. Thus, the idea of claiming
that someone is a criminal simply because they worship a
particular deity is pure nonsense!

Devil worshipers are not limited to any particular ideology or
paradigm. There are many possible interpretations of who and what
the Powers of Darkness are and how one should worship them,
which therefore means that there are many different possibilities as to
what a Devil worshiper can believe. He or she can be monotheist,
duotheist, polytheist, or even pantheist. And contrary to “common
knowledge,” most Devil worshipers are not duotheistic believers in
“good versus evil.”

In reality, there are no more justifications for the use of terms
like “Witch,” “Satanist,” “Devil worshiper,” or even “Christian” as
descriptions of religious rivals, whether within any single religious
group or among extended siblings. The practice of such slander
should be seen for the sociopolitical maneuvering that it is and
eshewed as repugnant, while a reflection of self-description should
be regarded with the proper respect that it deserves.

This website is a testament of my faith and a continual work in
progress. It was first created in December of 1997. It has since gone
through several incarnations, known variously as “The Symposium
of Set,” “The Tomb of Geifodd,” “Geifodd’s Diabolatry” and
“Geifodd’s Demonolatry.” This current incarnation was first
conceived and developed in April of 2005.
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SATANIC SERMONS



AN INTRODUCTION TO THESE SERMONS

OVER the years that I have been updating and re-updating this
website, I've written some pretty long-winded articles. I consider
each of these articles to be important for one reason or another, but
at the same time, I find myself frustrated by my own long-
windedness. It has occured to me that a person who is new to
Satanism - or who doesn’t know anything about Devil worship at all -
might feel overwhelmed by the sheer length of my articles, and by
the meticulously studious approach that I have usually taken toward
the subject matter.

Another thing that I have found frustrating about my own
writing is that most of it sounds like the first or second draft for
some college term paper. Hardly any of it is inspirational, and there
just isn’t very much inspirational material out there for other Devil
worshipers to read. Most of the material out there that you will find
about Devil worship has either been written by Christians (who
claim that it is some evil criminal conspiracy), or by LaVeyans (who
claim that it “isn’t” Satanism). There isn’t much out there for a Devil
worshiper to read by which he or she might feel inspired and
uplifted.

In light (or dark) of this, I have decided that it would be best for
me to write up a bunch of sermons - Satanic sermons - that young
Satanists and Devil worshipers can read, and which don’t go
overboard on the wordiness. Here, my readers will find a series of
reasonably short and to-the-point articles that are intended to
educate their readers about Devil worship, and which are also
intended to be inspirational as well. While writing them, I imagined
myself as a Satanic preacher giving sermons in some little “First
Luciferian Baptist” church in the South on Sunday mornings. As I
currently live in the South, this hasn’t been very difficult. But I do
hope that somebody out there finds these sermons helpful, or at
least enjoyable.

Another reason that I have written these sermons is so that I no
longer have to go into great detail about my beliefs in online
discussions. I am a moderator in Diane Vera’s Theistic Satanism
forums, and we get quite a lot of Satanists in there who’ve just come
to realize that they’ve been called to the Devil’s service in some way.
I have always been very enthusiastic about talking to people for
whom this sort of thing is entirely new; but certain offline
responsibilities have forced me to re-prioritize my time on the
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Internet. Also, it gets rather old repeating the same things over and
over again in online discussions. These sermons that I have written
will serve to give the most accurate and up-to-date explanations of
my worldview and beliefs, which anybody anywhere can read at any
time. My intention is to upload a new sermon each week if possible,
so be sure to check regularly for updates.

Having said all this, it is my sincerest hope that whoever chooses
to read these sermons will get something useful out of them. Glory
be to the Prince of Darkness, who is Lord and Master of the Earth.
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WORSHIPING THE DEVIL

So what does it mean to “worship the Devil”? Is it stepping on
crucifixes? Blaspheming Christianity? Desecrating graveyards?
Burning down churches? Dressing in black and listening to
Norwegian black metal? Rubbing your hands together gleefully and
cackling madly as you read the obituaries?

Well depending on who you ask, the phrase can mean virtually
anything. But what does the phrase actually mean to people who
really do consider themselves Devil worshipers?

To answer this question, we must first consider the word
“Devil.” Just who or what is the Devil?

If you ask your local Bible-thumping Christian (I'm sure you
won’t have to look very hard to find one), they’ll tell you that the
Devil is just an angel created by God, who tried to take over God’s
throne and was kicked out of heaven for His pride. Now He roams
the Earth, trying everything in His power to destroy the souls of
women and men.

But this Devil worshiper says, “Wrong!”

If you ask your local fluff-bunny Wiccan (who might be a bit
more difficult to find than her Bible-thumper cousin), she’ll
probably tell you, first and foremost, that the Devil isn’t real. She’ll
probably say that “the Devil” is really just a Christian bastardization
of her pagan Horned God. That’s why the Devil always has horns and
hooves on television; He stole them from Pan!

But again, this Devil worshiper says, “Wrong!” Both of these
ideas - the “fallen angel” and the “bastardized Horned God” - are
fairly recent interpretations of the Devil in the history of human
ideas. And the Devil is something which has always been with us.

Did you know that the Devil is not mentioned anywhere in the
0ld Testament? Sure, there’s a fellow called “Satan” in the book of
Job, but he’s far from being the Prince of Darkness and arch-Enemy
of Jehovah. Instead, the “Satan” in that story is just a heavenly
prosecutor who tests Job’s faith, at Jehovah’s command. No, the idea
of the Devil doesn’t show up in the Bible until the New Testament.

But did you know that there is not a SINGLE verse in the entire
New Testament which refers to the Devil as an angel? It says that He
“masquerades as an angel of light” (2 Corinthians 11:14), but that’s
quite different from actually BEING an angel of light. It also
indicates, in passages like Matthew 25:41, that He has angels in His
service. But nowhere in the entire book does it actually say that HE
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is an angel!

The New Testament uses a number of titles to describe the Devil
- perhaps the most prominent being “the prince of this world” (John
12:31) - but the only part where it actually describes what the Devil
IS, in and of Himself, is Revelation 12:9:

“The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called
the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray.”

That’s right, folks. The Biblical Devil is not an angel or a satyr,
but a DRAGON. And the writers of the Bible were not the first ones in
history to talk about a “great dragon,” either.

The idea of a great serpent of darkness who lives in or encircles
the Earth and wages war against the heavens, goes back to ancient
Persia, Egypt, and even Sumer. In Persia, the Zoroastrians named
Him Ahriman, and they blamed Him for all pestilence and pain in
the world. In Egypt, the dragon was called Apophis, and He was
believed to swallow the sun god each night. The Sumerians called
Her Tiamat, and believed that the entire physical world - including
their own flesh - had been fashioned from Her being.

In all times and places, this chthonic snake deity has always been
used as a scapegoat by the conventional religions of the time. The
farther back we look, the more we find that the Devil was originally
just a personification of night, chaos, and the flesh.

It’s easy to see why the ancients would have been afraid of the
night. They didn’t have artificial light like we have today, and it’s
always scary when you can’t see. It’s also easy to see why they would
have been afraid of chaos, because even the slightest bit of disorder
could have wrought the death of an entire tribe. But why were they
afraid of the flesh?

Modern psychology has brought us a long way. Nowadays,
everybody has heard of that thing we call “the unconscious.” That is
to say, most people understand today that the conscious self is
merely the tip of the iceberg that is you. And the conscious self often
cannot see all of what lies hidden underneath itself. The unconscious
is where the flesh meets the spirit, and the lusts of the flesh rise up
and move us as unconscious urges.

Deep in the darkest regions of our souls, we humans are
ultimately nothing more than just another kind of animal. We are
very formidable and intelligent animals, but we are still animals. We
all experience animal urges, and sometimes they can seem
frightening and disturbing to us. So many people try to repress and
ignore these urges. But this only makes them all the more
frightening.

The Dragon of the underworld frightened the people of ancient
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times because She not only represented the external forces of
darkness and chaos, but their internal counterparts as well. Such is
why She became their scapegoat, their “Deity of Evil,” which has
come down to us today as the Christian and Islamic Satan. The Devil
is the great Beast, a titanic force of animal power and lust that
pridefully rebels against the forces of order and civilization. And He
does not do this in spite of humans; He does it through us.

But wait a minute. Another popular name for the Devil today is
Lucifer, which means “light-bearer” in Latin. How did this come
about?

Isaiah 14 mentions a Babylonian king - Nebuchadnezzar - who
tried to prove himself superior to the Jewish god, and who was
ruined for his pride. The original Hebrew calls him Helel ben Shahar,
or “Daylight, Son of Morning.” When the Church fathers were
translating the Bible into Latin, they used “Lucifer” - which had
previously been used by the Romans for Venus, the morning star - to
replace Helel ben Shahar. Then they claimed that Lucifer was really
a fallen angel - the Devil - and not a mortal king.

So it would appear from this that the Devil is only wrongfully
named Lucifer. But this does not change the fact that if you say the
name Lucifer on the street, most people who hear you will think
about the Devil. It seems strange that an entity associated with the
unconscious and our animal urges should be called the Bringer of
Light, doesn’t it?

But wait. Have you ever heard about the author who struggles
with writer’s block for the longest time, and who then has a sudden
“flash of inspiration” that enables him to continue writing? Or how
about the scientist who can’t figure out why his experiment isn’t
working, and then the light bulb suddenly goes off inside his head?
Where does this “flash of inspiration” or inner light come from?

It comes from deep down inside ourselves. It comes from the
unconscious. Eureka, I think we’ve got it!

You see, the unconscious is not just some terrible monster that
you should be afraid of. It is a source of creativity and inspiration,
from which the light of knowledge rises! The Egyptians feared the
Dragon because it seemed to them that He, as the personification of
night, swallowed the sun in the evening. But it could just as easily be
said that the night gives birth to the sun again in the morning.
Darkness and chaos are not always destructive or “evil,” for they can
also bring forth that which is creative and new. Historically, this has
always made people who are ultraconservative very nervous.
Hmmm, perhaps it is not inaccurate to call the Devil Lucifer after all!

So now we have established who and what the Devil is. He - or

17



She - is an ancient, chthonic force that “lives” in the nighttime sky,
within the Earth, and deep within ourselves. He is a spiritual force
that disrupts order and stasis, and yet He also brings light and
knowledge. But what does it actually mean to worship Him?

Contrary to what Christian conspiracy theorists might tell you,
the Devil has hardly ever been worshiped in human history. Those
who appreciate and celebrate Him have always been few and far
between. This is because historically, humans have prided
themselves on turning a blind eye to their true animal selves. Even
today, many people believe that they are somehow “enemies” with
their bodies, that their bodies are “evil” and tempt them to “sin.”
The popular religions of the world all preach that we must oppose
our flesh and be “good” so that we can experience some kind of
reward after we die.

And yet the flesh continues to exert itself. In first-world
capitalist countries, where people don’t usually have to kill their
own food, ultraviolent movies and video games have become
popular. And even though the majority of people don’t think it’s
“right” to discuss sex in public, television commercials showing
scantily-clad young women are filling the airwaves. And even
though pedophilia is a major taboo, the women in these commercials
keep getting younger and younger.

This is all because our unconscious animal urges have to find
some way of expressing themselves, and nothing will stop them.
Nothing. Turning our backs on them only makes it worse.

People who worship the Devil understand that they are animal
organisms, and that they are subject to unconscious, animal urges.
They understand that they are their bodies, they are their flesh, and
that the shadow aspects of their selves are part of who and what they
are, no matter how upsetting or disturbing these aspects might
seem. They understand that the more one knows about those dark
aspects of the self, the less one fears them. And the more one
embraces the Beast, the more one can benefit from Him.

But lest I make this all sound purely symbolic, a person who
worships the Devil understands that He is far more than just a
symbol or personification of ourselves. Those of us who actually
worship Him - as opposed to just “making pacts” with Him or trying
to control Him, as some other Satanists do - have experienced His
presence as something that is very literal, very real. He is an
awesome God who fills our very souls with His spirit, and who
blesses us in many ways. I myself have met and experienced the
Devil as a personal entity while on the brink of death only a few
short years ago.
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Take from that what you will, dear reader, but know that this
divinity does not exist in some faraway paradise that you can only
enter upon death (and if you've been “good”). This divinity is right
here on Earth, all the time, and there is a part of Him in every single
organism that lives and breathes. He lives inside you, He lives inside
me, and we do not have to deny ourselves in order to experience His
divinity. The Dragon of the underworld emanates light from within
our own hearts and souls, and if we use it wisely and remain faithful
to our inner selves, we can make life all the more fun and enjoyable
for ourselves and each other.

So what does it mean to “worship the Devil”? It isn’t stepping on
crucifixes. It isn’t blaspheming Christianity. It isn’t desecrating
graveyards or burning down churches or dressing in black and
listening to Norwegian black metal. It isn’t rubbing your hands
together gleefully and cackling madly as you read the obituaries.

Worshiping the Devil is honoring and revering the sanctity of
darkness, the beauty of chaos, and the holiness of the flesh. It is the
celebration of that which makes us human, and that which makes us
who and what we are as individuals. It is embracing the Beast, the
chthonic Snake God who brings forth light. All hail our holy Prince
of Darkness!

19



WHY SOME FOLKS CALL THE DEVIL “SET”

IF you've been around in the Satanist subculture for a while, then
there’s no doubt that you've heard somebody refer to Satan by the
name of “Set” before. Some of you may be wondering why people
like that name so much. I have a very long and wordy explanation
for this phenomenon that you can find here, but here in this sermon,
I will try to give a simpler explanation.

You see, Set was one of many names for an ancient Egyptian god
who was associated with chaos, thunderstorms, and the desert.
Among other things, he was called “the Red Lord” and “the God of
the Nighttime Sky.” As a stellar deity (that is, a nocturnal god
associated with stars), he was considered to be the twin brother and
equal of Horus, the hawk-god of the sky by day. Together, the two
brothers were deities of war, and at one time in Egyptian history,
they were worshiped equally.

But, as in other countries, religious war broke out in Egypt. The
cults of Horus and Set began to fight with each other for kingship
over all of Egypt, and the worshipers of Horus won. History has
proven that the gods of the defeated become the devils of the
victors, and so it was with Set. Set became a new scapegoat for the
Egyptians, who needed somebody to blame for all the evil in the
world.

Previously, the Egyptians had already possessed a primary Devil-
god for their pantheon, the Snake devil Apophis. Originally, Set was
believed to be the one god who was strong enough to protect the sun
god Ra from Apophis. But after the unsuccessful war with the cult of
Horus, Set and Apophis became fused together into a single Devil-
god, who was normally just called Set. It is most likely because of
this fusion that the Greeks would later identify Set with their own
snake monster Typhon, who was the arch-Enemy of the Olympian
gods in their mythos.

And anybody who’s read up on Jewish history will realize how
Greek ideas influenced their beliefs in “the Enemy of Jehovah” while
they were under Greek occupation. The story of Typhon no doubt
influenced some of their ideas about the monster serpent Leviathan
- who was already quite similar to Apophis - and the story of
Prometheus no doubt influenced their story about Azazel, the rebel
angel. And of course, the ideas of the Dragon and the rebel angel
would become fused together as “Satan” in European Christianity.

Isn’t it just crazy how all these ideas are so inter-connected with
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each other?

Anyway, a lot of people believe that our Lord, the Prince of
Darkness, was originally worshiped in Egypt as Set before He became
the Satan of the Christians. Perhaps there is some ounce of truth in
this, but not in the way that most adherents of this theory would
think. To my knowledge, the first Satanist to have popularized this
connection was a man named Dr. Michael A. Aquino.

Dr. Aquino was a member of the Church of Satan back in the
early 1970’s. In 1975, he and some other Church of Satan members
left the group and later chose to form their own church. They named
this church the Temple of Set, based on Dr. Aquino’s belief that the
name “Satan” is etymologically derived from an Egyptian title for
Set, Set-hen, which supposedly means “Eternal Set.”

With all due respect to Dr. Aquino (whom I have to admit I
greatly admire), there is absolutely no evidence for the Set-hen
theory. In fact, there is no evidence of a direct connection between
the Christian Satan and the Egyptian god Set as he was originally
worshiped. But if we take into account that Set was fused together
with Apophis, who was pretty much identical to Leviathan, who was
later fused together with Azazel to make the modern Christian idea
of Satan, then the idea begins to make sense.

But to claim that Set is the “oldest and purest form” of the
Prince of Darkness is to make quite a stretch. To my knowledge
(which is certainly not infallible by any means), the Devil goes back
to ancient Sumer at least (in the form of Tiamat). And He is a god
who has always been scapegoated and feared by the conventional
religions of the time. Not even Set was always scapegoated and
feared, for his was originally a very popular and widespread cult.

Still, the name Set has become very important for many people
who religiously follow the Devil, including myself. Why has this
association become so important? What is its meaning, and why its
significance?

Even though Dr. Aquino may have been wrong about the Set-hen
theory, I do not believe he is wrong to call the Devil Set. I believe
that what Dr. Aquino really did was actually give the Devil a new
name. A name which has been given to Him out of love and
reverence, rather than hatred or fear.

Consider the fact that almost every name we have for the Devil -
Tiamat, Apophis, Ahriman, Satan, and even Lucifer - have been given
to Him by His avowed enemies. None of these names were given to
Him out of love or respect. They have been given to Him by people
who preach against having any love or respect for Him.

People who sympathize with the Devil are a pretty new breed in
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terms of human history; folks like us didn’t start turning up until the
late 19" century or so at the very least. And even then, we didn’t
really go public in a major way until the 1960’s, when Anton LaVey
started his Church of Satan. Until 1975, all the names that people
like us used for the Devil were names we had inherited from His
avowed enemies. To our knowledge, it wasn’t until 1975 - when Dr.
Aquino started calling Him Set - that the Devil was actually given a
name by someone who loved Him.

My own belief is that the ancient Egyptian god Set was originally
a completely different being from the Prince of Darkness. But I also
believe that the name of Set has been adopted, by us Devil folk, as a
post-Christian name for Him. Furthermore, Set is the first name that
people like us have chosen for the Devil that has become popularly
associated with Him, even within non-Satanist circles. And in that
sense, I feel that it is perfectly legitimate for us to call Him Set,
provided that we understand He may not be the same as the Egyptian
Set.

Think about it this way. Just as there can be more than one
human being who has the name John, there can also be more than
one spirit who has the name Set. Thanks to people like Dr. Aquino,
who actually revere the Prince of Darkness, the names “Set” and
“Prince of Darkness” have become firmly tied together within the
Satanist subculture. And whether it is historically accurate or not, it
is most certainly meaningful and sincere.

Another good thing about calling the Devil Set is that,
historically, it has helped many Satanists to break farther away from
the Judeo-Christian mindset. Many of us Devil folk come from
Christian backgrounds and were raised by our parents to believe in
Satan as an evil being. I myself was not given this kind of
upbringing, but I know plenty of Satanists who were.

This sort of mental programming can be difficult to overcome; it
is like a virus that seeps into your soul and threatens to take over
your mind. But ever since Set became a new name for the Devil, it’s
become easier for Satanists to tear themselves away from this
wicked programming. This is because it gives us a way of
understanding the Prince of Darkness from outside of a Christian
lens. And because of it, we have become more and more of a non-
Christian culture of faith, rather than just an anti-Christian one.

In terms of my own spiritual experiences, Set was the first name
by which the Devil revealed Himself to me as a real and awesome
divinity. Before that, I only believed as the LaVeyans do, that the
Devil is just an unconscious force. But when He revealed Himself to
me as Set, I came to understand that He is indeed a real and sentient
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intelligence in nature. He has revealed Himself to me by many other
names since then as well, but the name Set continues to have great
personal meaning to me in this regard. It is for this reason that in
most of my sermons on this website, I will be referring to Him as Set.

In the end, it doesn’t really matter what names we use to refer to
the Prince of Darkness. If you pray to Him, He will know you are
talking to Him - even if you’re calling Him “Elvis.” It doesn’t matter
if the names you use are historically accurate or not, so long as they
are spiritually meaningful to you, the individual. So if you should
ever find yourself in a debate where someone is making fun of you
for using a name that they don’t like, you just remember that it’s
your relationship with the Devil that we’re talking about here, and
it’s entirely between you and Him to determine how you’re going to
communicate to each other. And nobody else - neither man nor god -
has any right to interfere with that!

And on that note, I'd like to say hail Set, the Devil and Prince of
Darkness, who is Lord of all the Earth. Amen!
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THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT LILITH

SoME of you folks have probably heard other Devil worshipers
talking about a certain girl named Lilith. This sermon is dedicated to
those of you who don’t know who Lilith is, but would like to.

Lilith is a very famous demoness who first appeared in ancient
Akkadian mythology. Her name is derived from the Proto-Semitic
root “LYL,” which literally means “night.” She was a female spirit
that roamed the nighttime wilderness, and who was believed to
harm newborn children. In some cases, it was claimed that she was
the vengeful ghost of a woman who had died in childbirth. In
Akkadian myth, she was called Kiskil-lilla, the “dark maid.”

About a millennium later, a variety of female vampire-like
spirits called the Lilu are mentioned in Babylonian demonology. Like
Kiskil-lilla, these entities were associated with the deaths of children
and pregnant women during childbirth. They were further linked
with the screech owl, a nocturnal bird of prey that the ancients
imagined to be a blood-drinking spirit.

The ancient Greeks also believed in the existence of female
vampire spirits whom they perceived as dangerous to children.
These were called the Lamiae, and there is no doubt that stories of
both these creatures and the Lilu influenced the development of
similar figures - the Lilin - in later Jewish folklore.

Lilith is only mentioned in the Bible once, in Isaiah 34:14:

Wildcats shall meet with hyenas, goat-demons shall call to each
other; there too Lilith shall repose, and find a place to rest.

But during the medieval era, an anonymous book of Jewish
folklore entitled The Alphabet of Ben-Sira first appeared, and it is from
this book that most modern views of Lilith are derived. Here, it is
said that Lilith was the first woman ever created by Jehovah, long
before Eve. Like Adam, She was created from the mud, and She
became his first wife. For a while, the two of them were happy
together in the Garden of Eden, but Lilith eventually got tired of
always having sex in the missionary position. Since She had been
created the very same way as Adam, She figured that She was his
equal and She ought to be able to sit on top for once. But Adam
refused to see the reason in this, and demanded that She be
completely subservient to him.

Lilith refused to be Adam’s sex slave, so She just got up and left
the Garden of Eden - by Her own free will. Out in the dark
wilderness, She came across the Prince of Darkness and other
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demonic entities, and She ended up sleeping with all of them.
(Presumably, O’ Snakey had no qualms about letting the woman be
on top.)

From this union, Lilith gave birth to all of the Lilin, the Jewish
equivalents to Lilu and Lamiae. And as punishment for Her desertion
of Adam, Jehovah dictated that one hundred of Her demonic
children would die every day.

As the medieval era passed into the post-Reformation era, the
emphasis in Lilith’s story began to shift from explanations for
childbirth problems to explanations for nocturnal emission among
adult males. In European Christian folklore, the Lilu/Lamiae/Lilin
became known as succubi, with Lilith as their Queen of course. The
succubi (singular: succubus) were female demons who would “rape”
adult Christian men in their sleep at night and steal their semen.

And of course, Lilith became the one demoness who was most
often called the “Bride of Satan.” Out of all the female demons that
populated the Christian world, Lilith was the one who was most
often thought to be the Prince of Darkness’ true love - which would
make Her the Princess of Hell.

In the latter half of the twentieth century, Lilith was redefined
by Jewish feminists as the archetypal “free woman.” It seemed to
them that Lilith was more of a heroine than a monster, for in Jewish
myth She was the very first woman in history to have claimed
equality with a man. This association soon spread among Neopagan
and secular feminists to the point where Lilith is most usually
recognized today - and in some cases, even worshiped - as a
beneficient goddess by many people. There is even a music festival
called “The Lilith Fair” which is essentially a celebration of
independent women in music.

Some people even go so far as to claim that She has always been
a goddess and that She only became “demonized” by the ancient
patriarchies - but there is absolutely no archaeological evidence to
support this. The evidence indicates that Lilith is an example of just
the opposite; She was a demon who became “un-demonized” and
redefined as a goddess.

I think the ancient association of Lilith with the deaths of
newborn babies is actually quite relevant when we compare this to
both Her later role in Jewish folklore and Her present-day role in
Jewish and Neopagan feminism. For me, the idea that Lilith had sex
with demons after leaving Adam, only to have a hundred of Her
children die each day, essentially symbolizes the practices of
contraception and abortion.

Think about it. According to Ben-Sira, Lilith gets to have sex all
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the time. Every single day. She can have absolutely any man that She
wants. She doesn’t even have to seduce him, She can just take him
while he sleeps at night. But She doesn’t have to worry about raising
a billion little munchkins. The man doesn’t either - because his
semen is stolen by the succubus, rather than ejaculated into a womb.
With Lilith, childlessness is a recurring theme.

Certainly Lilith is praised today by many women who are
feminists, lesbians, and/or musicians. She is praised by women who
value their right to both prevent and terminate pregnancies. In
today’s day and age, Lilith may perhaps be appropriately called “The
Goddess of contraception, abortion, sodomy, and sexual equality.”
Each of these things have been condemned as evil and “against God”
in ages past; but they have each become acceptable and
commonplace - for the most part - in twenty-first century Western
culture. Perhaps Lilith the demoness became Lilith the goddess in
today’s world because today’s world is more agreeable with Her nature
than the ancient one was.

The ancient world had no shortage of sexy fertility goddesses
who encouraged their worshipers to have wild animal sex. But all of
these goddesses were invoked for fertility - i.e., in the interest of
conceiving and giving birth to children. In that She has always been
associated with sex and fornication, Lilith is not all that different
from such fertility goddesses. But She is different in one very
important way: Her influence was not considered to be very lucky if
you expected to conceive a child during sex. In fact, we might call
Lilith an infertility goddess - a spirit who encourages Her worshipers
to have wild animal sex strictly for pleasure and never for procreation!

Given this context, it is very easy to understand why even places
like ancient Babylon, which were known for their blatantly sexual
fertility cults, would hate and fear someone like Lilith. Her attitude
toward sex - i.e., for pleasure only - was just too blasphemous for
them to handle. But here in the twenty-first century, it’s become a
sacred rule of thumb.

Most people in today’s world want to be able to have sex without
worrying about making any babies. Perhaps this is because in
ancient times, a culture depended upon large numbers of offspring
in order to survive. But in modern times, the Earth is vastly
overpopulated. We don’t need to reproduce like we did when we
were still using sundials to tell the time. And perhaps this is why
Lilith has received such popular sympathy in modern Western
culture. Just as Set is the “Lord of this world,” perhaps Lilith is truly
the Lady of this age.

There are at least four ways of telling the two of them apart
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from each other:

(1) Lilith has really only had one name throughout the history of
Her manifestations (or rather, all of Her names come from the same
root, “LYL”). Set, in contrast, has had more applicable names and
titles than you can easily shake a hoof at.

(2) Lilith deals more specifically and immediately with the
sphere of human sexual relationships, while Set deals more with
basic human nature in general.

(3) Lilith would appear to only ever manifest as a feminine
energy, while the Devil has been known to manifest under both
masculine and feminine forms.

(4) There’s just something about Lilith that grants her a higher
rate of acceptability even within close-minded circles, while Satan is
often considered taboo even within the most open-minded circles.

I first met Lilith for myself during the autumn of 1999. It was a
time in my life when I was beginning to explore the feminine side of
Satan. You see, the Dark One revealed Himself to me as Tiamat at
this time, and of course Tiamat was viewed as a feminine principle in
Sumer and Babylon. Because of this personal revelation, I felt driven
to learn all I possibly could about ancient goddess worship.

In books like When God Was a Woman by Merlin Stone - which was
perhaps the most important book I was reading at this time - the
details about ancient goddess worship are often viewed through the
rose-tinted glasses of modern feminism. Nevertheless, my interest in
celebrating the divine female led me to invoke the spirit of Lilith one
night. On that unforgettable evening, I learned that there really is
something to those old medieval tales about close encounters with
succubi after all.

Since then, Lilith has been an ever-present force in my life. She
has blessed me in many ways, most particularly in the development
of a friendship that I hold very dear. This friendship is with a woman
who I swear is the closest thing to a human incarnation of Lilith that
there will ever be. She is not even a believer, but just like Lilith, she
is independent, powerful, and has a very commanding presence. She
takes life by the throat and takes what she wants from it. She knows
how to get what she desires, and she wastes no time. She will never
be subservient to any man (or to any other woman, for that matter).
Her Lilithian personality is one that I admire very strongly - and I
wish that all women everywhere could be just like her.

From my own experiences with Her, I view Lilith as being one of
the many angels (i.e., Greek for “messengers”) who are in the Devil’s
service, as discussed in my first sermon. But She is not just any old
angel. I see Her as Set’s second-in-command - the Devil’s Archangel.
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She is the Emissary of Set, who is Princess of Hell and Goddess of this
age. My relationship with Her is secondary to the one I have with Set
Himself, but I nevertheless consider it to be very meaningful and
important. Lilith worship is just as much a part of my Satanism as
Devil worship. And with that in mind, I say hail Lady Lilith!
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ABOUT SATANIC RITUALS

IF you are new to Devil worship, you might think that performing a
Satanic ritual is overwhelmingly complicated, and that you will need
some kind of priest or other spiritual authority to help you in
conducting it. This is actually very far from the truth.

Every Devil worshiper is entirely capable of performing their
own rituals, by and for themselves. You don’t need any kind of
officiating priest or guru to help you. Instead, you should view
yourself as your own priest. Technically, you do not even need to
have an altar or candles or anything. Whenever you feel like you
need to conduct a Satanic ceremony, for whatever purpose, all you
really need is yourself.

And although some Satanists do indeed practice very
complicated rituals, there is no rule anywhere which says that you
have to. As a matter of fact, I am the sort of person who prefers to
take a very simple approach toward ritual. You might say that my
approach is somewhat Quaker-ish ("Society of Fiends,” anybody?). I
only ever do more complicated rituals on very special occasions.

The word “ritual” simply refers to a habitual practice that forms
part of a normal routine. In this context, even something as simple
as brushing your teeth in the morning is a ritual. When we talk
about religious rituals, we are referring to habitual practices and
normal routines that are intended to help the individual commune
with whatever spiritual forces they acknowledge or worship.
Therefore, something as simple as going to church every Sunday
morning is an example of a Christian religious ritual.

When it comes to practicing religious rituals, the first question
we must ask ourselves is, “What is the intended purpose?” There are
all sorts of different reasons that a person might choose to do a
ritual. People who believe in magic, for instance, will focus their
rituals on trying to make things happen in accordance with their
wills (sort of like being your own genie and granting your own
wishes). At this point in time, the majority of self-described Satanists
would appear to practice rituals like this.

Devil worshipers, on the other hand, tend to have an altogether
different focus in their religious rituals. For someone like myself, the
point to a Satanic ritual is not to practice any kind of magic, but
simply to spend time in prayer with the Prince of Darkness, and to
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re-confirm my commitment to the path. As opposed to practicing
magical rituals, you might say I am more interested in practicing
simple prayer ceremonies.

Now after we've gotten the intended purpose for the ritual out of
the way, the next question one must ask is, “What will I do in the
ritual?” In other words, are you going to recite prayers and
incantations over an altar? Will you recite invocations to each of the
four cardinal directions? Will there be any symbolic imagery used in
the ritual - such as burning a doll that represents a problem or an
enemy you wish you could be rid of?

This may come across as surprising, but while each of these
practices are most certainly valid, none of them are absolutely
necessary. A Satanic ritual can consist of something as simple as just
sitting down, reciting a few prayers, and reading, watching, or
listening to something that you really enjoy.

For instance, one of my favorite things I love to do is a very
simple ritual I invented for myself long ago. This ritual is to be
performed every Friday night at Witching Hour, and it consists of (1)
reciting a short invocation to the Prince of Darkness, (2) inviting
Him to join me in listening to one of my favorite albums, Ozzy
Osbourne’s Bark at the Moon, and (3) meditating in His presence while
I listen to the music. Sometimes I may choose to have a movie
playing silently on the television, to go along with the music (and
the film is usually either Pumpkinhead or Motel Hell - don’t ask me
why). And whenever the music and/or the movie ends, so does the
ritual.

It can be that simple.

Now many Christian conspiracy theorists claim that the “black
mass” is the single most important Satanic ritual ever, and that all
Satanists everywhere practice it regularly.

The truth of this claim depends largely upon what is meant by
the term “black mass.” In most cases, the term is used to mean a
strict parody of the Catholic mass, in which the wine and
communion wafer are desecrated, so as to be made “unholy” in
Satan’s name. It is further claimed that these things must be stolen
from a Catholic church, thereby implying that Satanists are required
to break the law in order to observe their religious rituals.

While black masses of this sort have indeed been practiced at
times in history, the fact is that they have hardly ever been
practiced by serious Satanists of any kind. Usually, they have been
performed by defrocked Catholic priests. Such a thing has never
been popularly practiced by the majority of Satanists, and even in
the few cases when a strict parody of the Catholic mass is performed,
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the materials used therein are never obtained illegally. The majority
of us Devil folk are more interested in being law-abiding, so that we
can be free to practice our religion in peace - rather than get
ourselves landed in jail.

However, some Devil worshipers like to use a more general
definition for the term “black mass.” For me, a black mass is
absolutely any kind of complex ceremony that is performed in honor
of the Prince of Darkness. Whether it actually resembles a Catholic
mass or not is unimportant. It only has to be some kind of
complicated ceremony in which worship is specifically given to
Satan. In this context, even a ritual that resembles a “ceremonial
magic” ritual can be a black mass, provided that the point to the
ritual is worshiping the Devil, rather than practicing any kind of
magic.

My kind of black mass is a ritual that consists of many
incantations and symbolic gestures. It is also the only time when I
actually use an altar and candles. I usually start the ritual by lighting
a black candle on the altar, and then reciting an incantation in
which I repeat the phrase, “I focus my mind and my will upon the
Prince of Darkness” nine times. After that, I recite a general
invocation to Set, in which I utter a long list of names and titles used
to describe Him. Immediately following this, I take a good ten or
twenty minutes to meditate while staring into the flame of the
candle. When 1 feel that I've meditated enough, I then perform a
symbolic gesture of thanksgiving to Set - usually in the form of a
sacrifice - and then I recite any particular prayers or requests that I
might have. In closing, I tell Set how much He means to me, and I re-
confirm my commitment to following Him and my initiation. The
entire ritual usually lasts about an hour or so, and I always perform
it at night.

My black mass essentially conforms to the following basic
formula:

(1) Incantation for focus

(2) Invocation to Set

(3) Period of meditation

(4) Act of thanksgiving or sacrifice

(5) Recitation of prayers and/or requests

(6) Adoration and re-confirmation of commitment (closing)

The invocation I use for my black masses usually goes something
like this:

31



I hereby invoke the Prince of Darkness,
The great Dragon of the bottomless pit
Who is the Bringer of Light
And Lord of the Earth.

Hear me, o mighty God of Hell!
Come forth from the black Abyss,
Come forth from the ends of the Earth,
Come forth from the nighttime sky!
Great Tiamat, Apophis, Ahriman, Typhon!
Leviathan, Azazel, Belial, Samael!
Satan, Lucifer, SET!

My Lord and Master, come forth from Hell
And greet me as Your servant and friend.
Join me as I conduct this service in Your honor
Out of love and thankfulness for You.
Amen!

Now when I say “sacrifice,” I'm not talking about blood sacrifice.
Christian conspiracy theorists typically claim that we Devil
worshipers like to sacrifice animals and/or children in our rituals.
Well, I've never known any Devil worshiper who seriously believed
in human sacrifice. I have met a few who believe in animal sacrifice,
but these are usually people who live in rural areas, and who are
therefore still accustomed to killing their own food. Furthermore,
they kill the animals in humane ways that are in accordance with
the laws of the land, and the animals are usually eaten in a meal
afterwards. So long as the animal is killed and disposed of in a
humane manner, I have no objections to other people practicing
animal sacrifice. Afterall, the observation of Thanksgiving dinner is
an example of Christian animal sacrifice.

When it comes to myself, however, I am not a believer in any
kind of blood sacrifice. When I choose to make a sacrifice to the Dark
Lord, I do one of two things. The first is a food sacrifice. What I do is
I'll dedicate part of my money to buying some food - like a pumpkin
pie or a fried chicken or something - and I'll leave it outside
somewhere for Set to take through the creatures of nature. Or, if it
happens to be a holiday, I might prepare a great feast in Set’s honor.

The other kind of sacrifice is what I think of as an “erotic
sacrifice.” This consists of tapping into my unconsious through a
self-induced orgasm, and dedicating the expression of that pure,
animalistic energy to the Dark Lord. Usually, I only ever practice this
kind of sacrifice for when I am doing a rite to Lilith, but I sometimes
use it for Set as well. When I am performing a black mass together
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with someone else, I prefer to do a food sacrifice if a sacrifice is to be
given at all. I only ever do an erotic sacrifice when I am worshiping
alone.

In any case, I do not practice black masses very often. I'd say I
probably only do two or three of them a year. I consider simpler
rituals, like the “Bark at the Moon” ritual I described above, to be far
more important to me. This is because I've always had something of
a problem in swallowing the pomp and circumstance of the more
ceremonial approach. For me, it seems a lot more intimate and
spiritually powerful when it’s just me, the Prince of Darkness, and
my Ozzy Osbourne.

Some people, on the other hand, do not consider the practice of
religious rituals to be important at all. I am friends with at least one
Satanist who says he’s only ever performed one ritual during the
entire time he’s been running with the Devil. This perspective is
every bit as valid as anybody else’s. Perhaps some of my readers out
there are people who have tried to perform rituals and who just
didn’t feel that it was really worth their time. If that is the way you
honestly feel, then that is okay. You shouldn’t be made to feel like
you have to practice rituals if you don’t want to.

I hope that this sermon has been helpful to any readers out there
who might be feeling nervous about the idea of Satanic ritual. Just
remember, you are your own priest, and you are completely in
charge of what your own rituals are going to be like. They can be as
long and drawn out as you want them to be, or they can be as simple
as meditating to some good music. There are only two people in the
entire universe who can rightfully have a say in how you do your
rituals, or if you're going to do any rituals at all. And those two
people are the Prince of Darkness and yourself.
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IS IT SATANISM OR DEVIL WORSHIP?

IN the nine long years that I've recognized myself as a Satanist, I've
seen more pointless and pedantic arguments over the use of labels
and semantics - among Satanists - than I'd care to count. It may
seem very strange to some people (it certainly does to me), but one
major bone of contention between different Satanists is the use of
the term “Devil worship.”

In the 1960’s and 1970’s, Anton Szandor LaVey popularized a
new idea of Satanism through his Church of Satan. This was further
enhanced through the publication of his Satanic Bible. LaVey’s
version of Satanism - which was inspired by the writings of Ragnar
Redbeard, Mark Twain, Friedrich Nietzsche and H. L. Mencken - was,
at least publically, a non-theistic philosophy. That is to say, LaVey
gave the image that people in his church did not actually believe in
Satan as a literal entity, and therefore did not worship Him
religiously. Instead, “Satanism” for them meant worshiping your
own carnal ego. LaVey dismissed all gods as being “creations of
man” in The Satanic Bible - including the Devil - and he further
suggested that no Satanist in their right mind would ever worship or
pray to any “imaginary deity.”

Now it is a fact that LaVey’s church was the very first public,
above-ground Satanist organization ever to exist. However, some of
LaVey’s followers - and “followers” is exactly what they are - have
gone so far as to claim that “Satanism never existed” before the
Church of Satan, and that it was “invented” by Anton LaVey. They
will further suggest that the very word “Satanism” itself is LaVey’s
intellectual property, and that anyone who disagrees with his
doctrines has “no right” to call him or herself a Satanist.

That last part is blatantly false. According to the Online
Etymology Dictionary, the word “Satanist” first appeared in print
in the year 1559. The term was applied to Protestant sects by their
enemies - and it was used specifically to mean “worship of Satan.”
This meaning for the word has been carried over unto present day. If
you go out on the street and shout the word “Satanism,” most
people who hear you will automatically think of “Satan worship.”
This is because five centuries are long enough to ingrain a specific
word usage into any collective consciousness.

Furthermore, since the word “Satanist” is at least five centuries
old, it exists in the public domain. Nobody owns a copyright on it,
not even the Church of Satan. Anybody who claims that Satanism is
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LaVey’s “intellectual property” is very much mistaken. Therefore, a
person who believes in and worships Satan as a literal entity has
every right to call him or herself a Satanist if they want to.

It’s certainly true that Anton LaVey was the first self-described
Satanist to write a “How To” book for other Satanists. That much is
not debatable, and as long as we're talking about that, all self-
described Satanists everywhere owe LaVey a tip of the hat - whether
they agree with all his teachings or not. He certainly did get the ball
rolling for Satanism in the twentieth century, that much is for sure.

But the idea of whether or not Satanism existed prior to LaVey
depends largely upon the application of the term being used. Are we
talking about whether or not Satan worshipers existed before
LaVey? LaVey’s followers will tell you that there is “no evidence” of
such people having existed, but there is no evidence of them not
having existed, either, so this argument doesn’t really work. Prior to
the 1960’s, it makes sense that anybody who did worship the Devil
would have wanted to keep a low profile, so as to avoid public
persecution. Stating it as a “fact” that no Satanists existed prior to
LaVey is neither realistic nor intellectually honest.

Or are we talking about whether or not Self worshipers in black
robes existed before LaVey? Well if that’s what we’re talking about,
then I guess you could say it’s true that no “Satanists” existed before
LaVey - but this is only paying attention to one man’s definition for
the term, and blatantly turning a blind eye to at least five centuries’
worth of definitions. This doesn’t seem very intellectually honest,
either.

Even if it could somehow be proven that there were no Satan
worshipers prior to LaVey - and trust me, it never will be - this still
would not mean that modern Satan worshipers can’t rightfully call
themselves Satanists. The fact of the matter is that the idea of
“Satanism as Satan worship” goes back five centuries at the very
least. The idea of “Satanism as Self worship,” on the other hand,
only goes back forty years as of this writing. That’s not even half of a
century yet!

And yet, in the 1970’s, Anton LaVey began to impliment a new
policy within the Church of Satan that attempted to prevent Devil
worshipers from being “confused” with “Satanists.” Ever since that
time, Church of Satan officials have continually claimed that
anybody who worships the Devil “is not” and “cannot be” a true
Satanist. Because supposedly, “true Satanists” only worship
themselves.

This “anti-Devil worshiper” attitude has even spread among
other, non-Church of Satan groups. Satanist leaders like John Allee
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of the First Church of Satan in Salem, MA claim that Devil worship is
“often a symptom of psychosis.” In his online article dealing with
this subject, Allee bases his claim that Devil worshipers are
“sociopaths” on only a pair of emails he’s received from emotionally
unstable people who seem obsessed with the Devil. Of course, Allee
does not bother to point out that neither of these individuals
actually called themselves Devil worshipers or used the term as a
serious label anywhere in their messages. Nor does he point out that
there have been more murders, genocides, and cases of child abuse
committed in the names of Jesus Christ, Jehovah and Allah than
there ever have been in the name of the Devil. Yet people do not
typically assume that “Christ worshipers” are all sociopathic
lunatics. Therefore, it makes even less sense to believe that Devil
worshipers are all sociopathic lunatics!

There have indeed been some people in history who have done
nasty things in the name of “Satan.” But to suggest that all Devil
worshipers in general are lunatic criminals is perhaps even more
absurd than claiming that all Christians like to burn their women at
the stake. And somehow, the idea of having to explain this to
somebody who calls him or herself a Satanist seems extremely
redundant and ridiculous.

But logic is often elusive to religious people. In the area of
religion, people believe things that they cannot logically prove - and
yes, even those who follow LaVey fit neatly into this category (for
while LaVey might have dismissed Satan as “imaginary,” he
certainly did take the subject of “magic” very seriously). And it is the
folly of religious people to argue and accuse others of being “wrong”
and “misled,” when we ourselves cannot prove that our own beliefs
and values are objectively correct. This happens within all cultures
of faith; it happens in Christianity, it happens in Islam, and it
happens in Neopaganism. If you don’t believe that it happens in
Satanism, too, then you seriously need to wake up and smell the
brimstone.

While they were trying to create a face of “political correctness”
for themselves, many people in the Neopagan/Wiccan movements
decided to make their own religions seem more socially acceptable
by projecting all the sensationalism they received onto Satanists. For
instance, at one time it was not uncommon to hear a Wiccan say
something to the effect of, “We Wiccans are not Satanists; we don’t
sacrifice babies!” And of course it is true that Wiccans are not
Satanists; but it is not true that Satanists sacrifice babies. Many of
the Wiccans who said such things didn’t seem to care about this,
however. All such individuals really cared about was making sure
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that people stop persecuting Neopaganism. If they could achieve this
by getting their persecutors to persecute other religions instead,
they were more than happy to do so.

Thankfully, not as many Wiccans and Neopagans are doing this
sort of thing today. But this sort of thing is being done by Satanists
today! Nowadays, it is not uncommon to hear a Satanist say
something to the effect of, “We Satanists are not Devil worshipers;
we don’t sacrifice babies!” And of course it is true that not all self-
described Satanists worship the Devil; but it is not true that anyone
who worships the Devil believes in sacrificing babies! Many of the
Satanists who say such things as this don’t really seem to care that
they are misrepresenting anybody. All such individuals really care
about is making sure that people stop persecuting their own kind of
Satanism. If they can achieve this by getting their persecutors to
persecute other kinds of Satanism instead, then they are more than
happy to do so.

Just what in Hell do people who say things like this think they’re
doing? 1 know that Satanism has no general rule about having
“brotherly love” for your co-religionists - but this is truly ridiculous.
Not only that, it is blatant hypocrisy.

Now I try to be as logical as possible about these things. And to
me, it seems logical to be respectful toward Anton LaVey for his
historical role in Satanism. Therefore, you will never hear me saying
that LaVey was “not a true Satanist.” But when it comes to
worshiping the Devil, I don’t care what anybody says. I believe in the
existence of the Devil, I religiously worship Him, and I am a
goddamned Satanist, whether anybody in the Church of Satan or the
First Church of Satan or the Global Corporate Conglomerate of Satan
likes it or not.

And if they don’t like it, then they can either try to think of a
way to copyright the word “Satanist” so they can sue whoever else
uses it, or they can shut the Hell up.

I am more than willing to accept LaVey’s definition of Satanism
as one kind of Satanism, and I am even willing to accept it as a valid
kind thereof. If you worship your own carnal ego and think that
makes you a Satanist, then so be it. But Devil worship is most
certainly a valid kind of Satanism, too. I'm willing to differentiate
between Self worshiping Satanists and Devil worshiping Satanists,
but I am not willing to compromise with anybody who wants to try
and tell me that I'm “not a Satanist” because I worship the Devil!
And I sincerely hope that all other Devil worshipers who are reading
this sermon will agree. We're Satanists, dammit! Raise your fists and
YELL!
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There are some people out there who wish Satanists could be
“united as a community.” (And strangely enough, some of the people
who preach this are the very same ones who attack Devil
w